CHAPTER 4
The Personal Law

I.    NATURE AND SCOPE OF PERSONAL LAW

i . Personal Law Defined

^~~1   "HHE term "personal law" had its origin in the doctrine

I     of the ItgdjSj^^
JL   fifteice

school divided all rules of
law into tiifee categories, viz., statuta rg
and statuta mixta. Statu
^

j urisdiction tQ_a,nother? thus having ^extraterritorial effect,"
while the rules of the "st^tufce^jj^l" agglie^exclusively
within the territoQ^                              EversmceTKe times

of the postglossatons^J^

Even today writers disagree

in defining personal law, and particular rules of law are
variously characterized as pertaining to the realm of the statute
real or to the statute personal.2
Despite these differences, however, it is commonly assumed
that in certain respects the legal position of an individual
should normally be determined by the law of that state with
which he is deemed to be connected in a permanent way, rather
than by the divergent laws of those states in which he may
happen to be physically present, to act, or to engage in trans-
actions. This proposition includes two parts:
First, that a person is attributed certain legal characteristics
of a comparatively permanent character; and,
1 2 ARMINJON (ed. 2) 70 ff. nos. 18-18 ter.
2 Cf. for instance, WALKER 24.
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